UK-LPG Research Subcommittee

1st Teleconference Monday 26-6-2017, 3.00 pm

Present: Rob Goldin (RG), Tim Kendall (TK), TuVinh Luong (TVL), Dina Tiniakos (DT)

Apologies: none

Agenda

1. Action themes of the Research Subcommittee

The members agreed that the action themes of the Research Subcommitee (RS) will include:

i. Updating UK-LPG members on national/international with UK participation multicentre clinical trials with pathology input
How: Update the existing online document prepared by DT (http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/subcommittees.php?comm=Research)
Actions: TVL to add data on LIFT Transplant study; RG to add details on STOPAH trial on ALD; DT to add data on LITMUS NAFLD study;  
DT to liaise with Martin Waterhouse (UK-LPG Website IT) to upload the update document and discuss further development of the RS section

ii. Developing a platform for research networking within UK-LPG
How: Research collaborative projects by UK-LPG members could be announced on the website to attract expression of interest 
Action:The UK-LPG RS to inform the members (see below)

iii. Providing opportunities pathology-led projects
a. Collection of rare cases
The members will be asked to contribute to case series of rare entities and  a "wish list" of topics will be created. Suggested topics were fibrolamellar carcinoma, HCC in patients < 30-year-old, rare phenotypes of HCC with known genotypic alterations. 

b. Validation of novel histology scoring systems
UK-LPG members may express interest in taking part in validation of histological scoring system. TVL mentioned as example the histological scoring system for primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) that she and Stefan Hubscher are working on together with pathologists from Amsterdam, The Netherlands. In addition, collaboration with other UK-LPG members would increase the numbers of study cases of rare diseases like PSC. 
Action: The UK-LPG RS will prepare a letter to the UK-LPG membership highlighting the action themes of the RS. The members will be asked to inform the RS on collaborative research projects to be announced on the website and to express their interest for specific case series (“wish list”).

iv. Providing guidelines for assessing histological findings in animal models of liver disease.
All participants agreed that there is an unmet need for accurate histopathology interpretation and scoring of animal liver tissue. RG proposed that the RS should aim to homogenise histological scoring for the most common experimental models of liver injury (CCL4, DEN, dietary models of fatty liver disease etc). DT proposed that, initially, RS members could share their scoring methods for each model and agree on a homogenous and easily applicable score. All agreed that a position paper on animal model liver pathology evaluation could be an objective of the RS. DT mentioned that the RS’s expertise on phenotyping animal model liver disease could attract interest from pharma and potentially contribute to assets of UK-LPG.  
Action: DT to create a shared Dropbox folder where the RS members could share the histological scores they have devised for specific rodent liver disease models and relevant published papers. In this folder the RS members will also share other documents related to the activities of the RS, including the  document on national/international with UK participation multicentre clinical trials with pathology input to be updated (see section 1.i.)

2. Costing of hepatopathologist's time in research grant applications
Liver pathologist’s role in assessing the effect of therapeutic agents in clinical trials is central, as changes in liver histology are primary end-points is a significant number of trials. However, costing of histopathologist’s time for input in the design of trials, histology scoring, and advising during the trial is not homogenous and not adequately funded. TK proposed to that RS could provide guidelines for costing histopathology support in research grant applications.
Action: To discuss further in the next TC

3. Academic trainee subcommittee member
All agreed that the inclusion of a trainee member in the Reearch subcommittee will be valuable. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: The matter will be discussed at the next UK-LPG teleconference and expression of interest from trainees who are UK-LPG members will be sought

4. Dates of future TC of RS
To be scheduled just before the UK-LPG TC. 
The next one could take place at the last week of September 2017 (UK-LPG TC 3-10-2017)

5. Any other business: - 





